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VENUE
The Meetings will be held at the Birmingham
Hilton Metropole. Plenary sessions and the
Anniversary Service will be held in The Queen’s
Suite with other meetings taking place in breakout rooms. All
meeting rooms are within the same building.

PARKING
Parking is available on site, on a first-come
first-served basis, for £8 for the duration of the
conference. On arrival, please purchase a parking
permit from the Hotel’s main desk.
If you need a disabled parking space, we strongly recommend
that you book this in advance directly with the hotel. For those
with mobility difficulties, we would recommend that you unload
your luggage at the main entrance and then park your car in the
car parks provided. Cars should be left at the main entrance for
the minimum amount of time possible to avoid congestion.

ARRIVALS & REGISTRATION
This year, the venue will be handing out room
keys rather than GA Staff. This will be from the
main hotel desk in the main entrance. You may
check in to your room from 15:00 on your day of
arrival. For earlier arrivals, the venue will store
your luggage and arrange for it to be taken to your room.
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Participants register for the Meetings and collect their arrival
packages from the GA registration desk in the main entrance on
the first day. GA staff and / or volunteers will be on hand here to
help with registration and directions. The registration will open
at 11:00. Name badges will be issued at registration – please
remember to use them.
People who registered too late to receive their materials in the
post will be able to collect their materials at registration. Those
arriving after the first day are advised to contact a member of GA
Staff to arrange to collect their arrivals packages.

EXTRAS
If you wish to book additional items, such as
room service, you will need to leave credit card
details with Reception.

CASH
There is a cash machine on site, but please
note there is a charge for withdrawing cash.
Alternatively, there are cash machines without
fees in the nearby NEC.

SPA TREATMENTS
Use of the pool and saunas is included in your
delegate rate. There is a discounted rate for
spa treatments. Pre-booking is advised for spa
treatments. Please state that you are attending the Unitarian
Meetings. Further details of treatments are available at the spa or
from their website (www.theoceanroomsbirmingham.com).
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ACCOMMODATION AND MEALS
Participants will be accommodated in the
main building – all rooms are under one roof.
Be careful to keep your room locked when you are not in it.
Participants who booked meals will take them in the Prince’s Suite.
Breakfast:
07:00 – 08:45
Lunch: 		
12:35 – 13:45
Dinner: 		
18:20 – 19:50

DEPARTURES
Rooms must have been vacated, with keys
returned, by 12.00 on the day of departure. Please
note that there may be a charge for the late return
of keys due to the problems caused when their
staff are unable to prepare rooms for the next visitors. Luggage
may be left, at the owner’s risk, on the final day with the venue’s
Reception Desk.

GA CONFERENCE OFFICE
The GA Office will be in The Lancaster Room on the ground floor.

BAR
The Lounge Bar will be open 24-hours. For
day delegates, who cannot book the conference
dinner, there is a food menu available here. In the
evening, there will be a discounted bar available for our use in the
Prince’s Suite.

ACCESS FOR THOSE WITH
MOBILITY ISSUES
The venue has all flat-floored meeting rooms in
the same building. Thhere are lifts to all floors.
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BANNERS
During the Opening Celebration on the first day
there will be a parade of banners. Congregations,
Districts, and affiliated societies with banners
are requested to bring them and to take part. Each banner
should have a designated carrier and it is asked that these people
assemble at the room 15 minutes beforehand, so that instructions
may be given.

DISPLAYS AND STALLS
The GA Bookstall will be in the Colonial Room.
Various activity/goods stalls will be in The
Library Suite. Coffee and tea breaks will be taken
in the Prince’s Suite, across the corridor. Disposable cups are
provided to enable delegates to take their refreshments with them
to visit the stalls.

QUIET ROOM
The Quiet Room, prepared by the Kingswood
congregation, will be in the Kent Room.

WORSHIP
(1) Morning worship will take place at 07:30 in
the Pavilion Room. Those attending are asked to
be in their seats five minutes before the start, i.e.

by 07:25.
(2) The Communion Service will be on Thursday morning in the
Pavilion Room led by Lewis Connolly.
(3) The Anniversary Service will take place in The Queen’s Suite.
(4) Plenary Sessions 2, 4 & 6 will start with a few minutes of
devotions.
(5) The Closing Devotions will be held immediately at the end of
the final Plenary Session, led by the incoming President.
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CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
Important note: All parents are reminded that
the conference’s youth programme ends at dinner
time each day. During the evenings parents are
responsible for their children and teenagers.
6 - 11 years, GA Kids (Junior Programme):
Parents: please come to a meeting for parents and children at
2pm on Sunday in the Junior Base.
Our popular Junior Programme will once again be welcoming 6
to 11 year olds each day of the Meetings. Sessions run between
08:45 and 12:35 and between 13:45 and dinner time, with trained
leaders. Activities will be varied and lively, including trips out and
possibly a swim (so please bring swimming costumes). It is hoped
that children and their parents will be clustered close to each
other and the Seniors.
12 - 17 years, GA Teens (Senior Programme):
Parents: please attend a meeting with the youth leaders at 2pm
on Sunday in the Junior Base.
The Seniors follow an exciting programme of their own, meeting
up with parents / guardians for the evening meal and joining
some of the Annual Meetings’ evening activities. There may be
opportunities to join in with debating a motion with the main
meetings. The Seniors and their leaders will decide what activities
they wish to do. The Seniors’ sessions follow similar timings
as the Juniors. The Seniors will need some spending money
for a day out and may possibly go for a swim (so please bring
swimming costumes).
GA Zette (Youth Participation)
In the evenings Seniors are encouraged to get involved with the
production of the GA Zette. Please note that this is an activity
of the FOY Society rather than the GA. FOY cannot undertake
to supervise any children, young people and vulnerable adults
who wish to participate. Children and young people remain the
responsibility of their parents if they choose to assist with Zette.
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GA ZETTE
This year’s GA Zette Editors will be Mattie
Pugh and George King. Any emails intended for
submission to the GA Zette should be sent to:
rubber_boots@hotmail.co.uk and emails can be
sent before the Meetings for inclusion in the first edition. There
will be a collection box for articles & messages in the stalls area
during the day. The Zette Office will be in The York Room on the
ground floor.

MEDICAL ATTENTION
If you have a medical condition that could possibly
require attention during the Meetings it would be
very helpful if you carried, in your wallet, handbag
or other item that would usually be with you, a sheet
of paper stating:1. The diagnosis
2. A list of your medicines
3. The name and telephone number of your own GP.
Participants are also asked to inform the conference Manager of
these matters when registering to enable us to have this on record
during the Meetings.

HEARING LOOP SYSTEMS
Hearing loops will be fitted to selected areas in
the Main auditorium and the breakout rooms.
The areas covered by the loop system will be
marked on the floor. If you require the assistance
of the loop system, please sit in these areas. Those who do not
require the loop system, please ensure there is plenty of space in
these areas for those who do.
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CHOIR
There will be a Choir this year, open to all.
Rehearsal times are shown below, during selected
tea breaks.

BUSINESS MATTERS

We draw your attention to the following requests
and hope that, if everyone notes and acts in
accordance with them, the business will proceed
with fairness, interest and efficiency.
Please therefore:
• be in your seat in good time before each meeting is due to start.
• have with you all your documents, ballot papers and voting
card; and please note that ballot papers and voting cards are
not transferable.
• acquaint yourself with Standing Orders (Document
AGM12/17); they are designed to help us all cope with our
AGM business procedures.
• try not to leave during or before the end of plenary sessions;
YOUR participation and vote are important.
• note the use of “for” and “against” microphones and line up at
the relevant microphone if you wish to speak. This gives the
Chair an idea of the level of interest in continuing the debate.

POSTAL ADDRESS
If you expect to receive post during the Meetings,
please ensure that it is addressed appropriately:
Unitarian Meetings, c/o Hilton Birmingham
Metropole Hotel, National Exhibition Centre,
BIRMINGHAM, B40 1PP.
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IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
The telephone number of the venue is:
(0121) 780 3923 and there is a 24-hour
switchboard service.

GENERAL ASSISTANCE
GA staff and volunteers will be available to help. You will usually
find assistance at the registration desk.
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Room key: Pavilion Churchill Salisbury Arden

Meetings Schedule
DAY 1 - MONDAY 10 APRIL
13:45 – 15:15		
John Relly Beard Lecture
“Fifty Shades of Grace: Sex and Progressive Christianity”
Is there anything in the Bible and Christian tradition that
enables us to live joyfully and gratefully as sexual
beings? We can all list the death-dealing, damaging
bits but searching for living water in the desert can
be tricky. In this lecture Carla will deconstruct
scripture and tradition and invite us to consider
how the Divine is revealed in the ordinary and
extraordinary ways we learn to live in our flesh.
Speaker: Carla A Grosch-Miller
15:15 – 15:45		
Newcomers’ Welcome
A chance for first-timers to meet members of the EC and learn
how the Meetings work.
15:15 – 15:45
Tea
15:45 – 15:55		
Opening Welcome
Queen’s Suite
15:55 – 17:15		
Plenary I
Queen’s Suite
17:15 – 17:30		
Break
17:30 – 18:10		
Motions Workshop
17:30 – 18:10
Peace Fellowship
“People Power, Collective Goodness and My
Journey of Faith”
Speaker: Patricia Earle, Midlands President of
the Women’s Federation for Peace.
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17:30 – 18:10		
Unite – Faith Workers’ Branch
This session is for all who are currently employed in Unitarian
and Free Christian Chapels and other workplaces as Ministers,
Lay Pastors, Lay leaders, Community officers, Development
Officers, Administrators, or other roles.
The aim is to form a Unitarian and Free Christian Association
within the Faith Workers Branch of Unite, so that we can work
constructively with the GA Executive to ensure that terms and
conditions of employment are best practice, which is for the
benefit of the U & FC movement in the UK.
All in current paid posts are welcome to attend. Voting is
restricted to members of the Faith Workers Branch. You can join
on-line. Enquiries to Rev Dr Ralph Catts.
18:10 – 18:20
Break
18:20 – 19:50 Dinner
19:50 – 20:00
Break
20:00 – 21:00
Opening Celebration
Queen’s Suite
21:00 – 21:15		
Break
21:15 – 21:45		
Peace Vespers
Led by: Ministry Students
Queen’s Suite
21:45		
Social Time
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DAY 2 - TUESDAY 11 APRIL
07:00 – 09:00 Breakfast
07:30 – 08:00
Morning Worship
Led by: Claire MacDonald
09:00–10:30		
Plenary II
Queen’s Suite		
10:30 – 11:20 Coffee & Time to Visit Exhibitions
Why not grab a drink and visit the exhibition space?
11:20 – 11:30		
Break
11:30 – 12:35		
Keynote Speaker
““Muddling through: Leading organisations in
today’s world””
Speaker: Rev Dr Ralph Waller, Principal,
Harris Manchester College Oxford and
Pro Vice Chancellor of the University of Oxford
Queen’s Suite
12:35 – 13:45 Lunch
13:45 – 14:25		
Youth Panel
Come and see our latest film from Junior Weekend and get
insights into the fun and games we get up to! Also come
and find out more about UNIFEST – a brand new event for
people of all ages and families. Also we will share new projects
in store for the Youth Programme and answer any of your
questions.
14:25 – 14:35		
Break
14:35 – 15:15		
Executive Committee Identity Project
Who are we and how do we explain it? An opportunity to
help in finding ways to take our message to the outside world.
Come to this short session to hear the latest news and share
your thoughts.
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13:45 – 15:15		
Women’s League
AGM followed by presentation of 2016/2017 Project
cheque to National Deaf Children’s Society, and talk from a
representative of the 2017/2018 Project, Prostate Cancer UK.
13:45 – 15:15		
Earth Spirit Network
“Morris Dancing for the fun of it”
Come and have a go at Morris Dancing.
Speaker: James Barry
13:45 – 15:15 2020 Group
“Life, love and letting go”
A Derby Unity Gathering including an
opportunity to learn more about the community.
Come and see how the 2020 funded project at
Derby Unity is shaping up. An opportunity to
join a gathering and hear more about how the
community in Derby functions week to week and
what future plans are. Charles Eisenstein once said “Trust
your intuition and be guided by love.” Join Christina and the
2020 team for an inspiring, uplifting and compelling look at
the secret to life, love and letting go.
Speaker: Christina Smith, Chief Community Cultivator,
Derby Unity
15:15 – 15:45
Tea (Choir, Queen’s Suite)
15:45 – 16:25		
Unitarian Renewal Group (URG)
“Sing the Chalice Meditations”
Composer and choir leader David Kent will be
leading a workshop based around his recent
compositions “The Chalice Meditations”. These
are meditative, spiritual chants that are sung in
parts with words by Unitarian Ministers from
around the country.
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This relaxed workshop will include a vocal warm up and tips
on vocal production. It will cater to a variety of learning styles,
including by ear and / or from sheet music. It will focus on the
use of chanting as a meditative tool.
Speaker: David Kent
16:25 – 16:35		
Break
16:35 – 17:15		
Lindsey Press
“How to Publish Your Work”
Many changes have taken place in publishing since the
original advice book for individuals and congregations was
issued. This thorough revision takes account of the impact
of new technology as well as outlining the basic steps in
publishing. With directions to useful websites supplementing
the text, it is intended to enable confidence in publishing
anything from a congregational history to a recipe book. This
book will be free to download from the GA website - but firstly
listen to, and meet the author.
Speaker: Kay Millard
15:45 – 17:15		
Executive Committee (EC) Training &
Education Development (TED) Project
“‘Lifelong Learning and Development for All’ – a
21st Century Unitarian approach”
If we are all on a ‘cradle to grave’ journey
of exploration and development, then what
pathways can we follow? Who are our fellow
travellers and our guides? Where are we aiming to get to and
how do we measure our progress on the journey? Rachel
Skelton, the GA’s Training & Education Development Project
Manager, invites you to come and find out how far the Project
has come in answering these questions and then to explore
together where we go from here….
Speaker: Rachel Skelton
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15:45 – 17:15		
Psychical Society
“The Medium and the Minister: who on earth
knows about an afterlife?”
How can we try to get information and evidence
that will help us to make up our minds about the
possibility of an afterlife? Religion has long been
seen as the traditional source of information
and teaching about the subject and the ultimate authority
upon it. This authority, however, was challenged in the 19th
century from two directions: spiritualism and psychical
research. Both in their different ways appeared to offer the
possibility of direct personal contact between the living and
the dead. These challenges to traditional religious doctrines
provoked a hostile reaction and heated opposition from many
in the Church. The tensions and issues at the heart of this
controversy are still relevant for us today. How can they help
us in studying that fundamental question: could there be life
after death.?
Speaker: Dr Roger Straughan, Author and Reader in
Education, University of Reading
15:45 – 17:15		
Penal Affairs Panel
“Gone Too Far: The Impact of Inequality”
Speaker: Prof Kate E Pickett, Author of ‘The
Spirit Level’, Professor of Epidemiology and
University of York Champion for Research on
Justice and Equality
17:15 – 17:30		
Break
17:30 – 18:10		
Inquirer Board
“Toasting 175 Years of the Inquirer, with changes ahead”
This year, the Inquirer will have been in publication for 175
years. We love to boast that we are the oldest, continually
running non-conformist newspaper in Britain, through wars
and rumours of wars, the ups and downs, the celebrations and
the controversies.
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In the Summer of 2017 we shall publish a special anniversary
issue. But there are exciting changes planned. Come along and
hear what we have in mind, and bring your ideas.
17:30 – 18:10		
Web Project
“The Space to Search is here:
www.thespacetosearch.org.uk”
Last year the collection from the GA Anniversary
Service was set aside to fund the creation of
a new dynamic and innovative website for
Unitarian and non-Unitarian spiritual explorers. Come and
see how this idea has been transformed into a prototype
website that we now need your help to develop ready for its
live launch in the Autumn.
Speaker: Rachel Skelton
17:30 – 18:10		
Worship Studies Course (WSC)
“From Pew to Pulpit”
Revs Celia Cartwright and Sue Woolley will
share their unanticipated journeys into
ministry via the Worship Studies Course.
18:10 – 18:20
Break		
18:20 – 19:50 Dinner
19:50 – 20:00
Break
20:00 – 21:30
Social Evening
Queen’s Suite
21:30 – Social Time
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DAY 3 - WEDNESDAY 12 APRIL
07:00 – 09:00 Breakfast
07:30 – 08:00
Morning Worship
Led by: David Kent
09:00 – 10:15
Plenary III
Queen’s Suite
10:15 – 11:00 Coffee
11:00 – 11:40		
Plenary IV
Queen’s Suite
11:40 – 11:55		
Break
11:55 – 12:35		
Simple Gifts
“Lessons learned from feeding the multicultural community in East London and how
we might grow further”
As we approach the 5th anniversary of
programming at SimpleGifts: Unitarian Centre for Social
Action in Bethnal Green, East London, we take a look at
lessons learned about working in a multi-cultural community,
specifically around food. Although we started out with no
particular agenda, food quickly became an important part of
our work, as a vehicle for sharing stories and nourishing each
other, body and soul. We will share stories of our community
and explore other community-based projects that use food to
strengthen their relationships with each other. From shared
feasts, to reducing food waste, to learning to grow our own,
how will we continue to use food to grow and develop?
Speakers: Ann Howell & Claire MacDonald
11:55 – 12:35		
EC Campus Ministry
“The Cambridge Campus Ministry Project: a brief report and
open conversation”
Speakers: Andrew Bethune and Susanna Hartland
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11:55 – 12:35		
International Association for Religious
				
Freedom (IARF) Peace Commission
“Shining a Light on Threats to Religious Freedom”
The IARF is reaching out to witness for religious
freedom across the world. The GA Chief Officer will
report on the IARF Europe and Middle East (EME)
conference held in Macedonia in August 2016.
Learn about the upcoming EME conference in September
2017 in Poland on “Interfaith dialogue and minority concerns
in the New Europe” and the IARF Global Congress to be held
in August 2018 in Washington DC, USA.
Speaker: Derek McAuley, GA Chief Officer
11:55 – 12:35		
Findhorn Unitarian Network (FUN)
Feedback on a great spiritual and community experience.
Come to hear and share in some of the experiences from our
experience week at the Findhorn Foundation in Scotland. This
will be a participatory event, and we will share ideas we are
trying out in our chapels. We will also discuss future options
to take things forward.
12:35 – 13:45 Lunch
13:45 – 14:25		
UK Unitarian TV (UK UTV)
James Barry will be making a short presentation
on the plans for Sunday Night Live over the coming
year.
This will be followed by a presentation from
the Northern Filming Team, of the process
involved in the planning, filming and producing of the DVD
‘Contemporary British Unitarian Hymnwriters’, working with
the Unitarian Music Society. The aim of this presentation is
to equip those present with the necessary information needed
when considering filming an event or working together with
the UK Unitarian TV teams on a project.
14:25 – 14:35		
Break
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14:35 – 15:15		
National Unitarian Fellowship (NUF)
Discussion on the future of the Fellowship.
13:45 – 15:15		
EC Next Steps Update
Learn about the latest developments. From Vision to Action!
Some steps have already been taken and many exciting plans
are now in the pipeline - come and hear all about them with
time for questions & answers with the EC and Chief Officer.
13:45 – 15:15
International Council of Unitarians &
				
Universalists (ICUU)
The ICUU has been undertaking crucial reviews of
our practices and procedures all from the mandate
from our renewed Mission Statement created at
our July 2016 Council Meeting & Conference. Come
hear what we’ve been up to since July and updates
on our global Unitarian/Universalist family. Join
the conversation about international connections and
collaborations to strengthen & grow our faith around the
world. Come, learn how to get involved and offer your own
ideas on what we can accomplish together.
Speaker: Rev Sara Ascher, Executive Director
13:45 – 15:15		
Unitarian Women’s Group (UWG)
“Women’s Environmental Network: 28 years of
Ecofeminism in Action”
Our mission is to make the connections
between women’s health and well-being and
environmental issues. We want to inspire
women to make environmentally informed choices. We aim
to empower women to become agents of change in their
families, networks and society, and to participate equally in an
environmentally sustainable future.
Speaker: Kate Metcalf, Women’s Environmental Network
15:15 – 15:45
Tea (Choir, Queen’s Suite)
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15:45 – 16:25		
Associate Members’ Reception
The Reception is for all Associate Members present at the
Annual Meetings, especially those who have just joined us,
to meet for a drink and to chat to old and new friends. The
welcome this year will be given by Alan Ruston, past President
and historian, who will talk about, and give, the toast for civil
and religious liberty. Gold badges to the fore!
Anyone who is not yet an Associate Member but would like to
join us, will be welcome – and also to sign up – subscription
£30pa or £3.00pm!
16:25 – 16:35		
Break
16:35 - 17:15		
Unitarian Association for Lay Ministry (UALM)
Have you ever struggled to find the right thing to
say to someone who has been bereaved or is going
through a serious illness with a poor outlook? Do
you worry that you might say the wrong thing and
make things worse?
This lively and interactive session examines how
we can listen to and talk with people who are going through
difficult times in their lives in a way that is kind, helpful and
understanding.
We do talk about grief, bereavement and terminal illness, so
this may be a very emotional session for some people. Pastoral
support can be provided after the session.
Facilitators: Sheena McKinnon, Gillian Scott, Cressida Pryor
15:45 – 17:15		
Leading Enabling Affirming People
				
(LEAP) Project
Join us for a taster session of our new initiative: LEAP – a
new training course for potential leaders of RE and youth
work, and intergenerational worship. There will be time to
look at course content and ask any questions you have.
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15:45 – 17:15		
Historical Society
AGM and Lecture. “Harris Manchester College
Library and Archives: the Past, the Present
and the Future”
Learn more about the College’s Library projects,
including the obituary website, digitisation of minute
books and glass lantern slides, and new environmental control
system. Susan also hopes to give general advice about the
storage and handling of archives in a congregational setting.
Speaker: Susan Killoran, Librarian at Harris Manchester
College, Oxford
17:15 – 17:30 Break
17:30 – 18:10		
Ministers Pension Fund (MPF)
AGM and Wine Reception
17:30 – 18:10		
Help is at Hand
Help is at Hand is the GA’s guide on how to run
local congregations, fellowships and societies.
This is being put onto the GA’s website in an
expanded form with links to further information.
We are launching the Help is at Hand webpages at
this session and are interested to hear what further
developments people would like to see, and what help people
may be able to offer.
Speaker: Louise Rogers
17:30 – 18:10		
Buildings Advisory Group
At last year’s GA Meetings, the BAG launched
a Denomination–wide survey of the energy
consumption of our chapels, with a view to
establishing our overall carbon footprint.
A secondary objective was to help chapels
compare and contrast their consumption on a
kWhr/square meter/annum basis.
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BAG’s presentation will principally be concerned with this.
The results and analysis of the submissions to date will be
presented. The findings of a similar exercise carried out by the
Church of England will be introduced and discussed.
Speaker: Geoff Levermore.
17:30 – 18:10		
Visibility Group
Congregational websites – The UKUnitarians group
hosts a number of websites for our congregations.
We are in process of switching these over to new
websites based on the WordPress system, which will
allow congregations to edit their sites directly. Come
along for a training session on how to use WordPress.
Speaker: James Barry
18:10 – 18:20
Break
18:20 – 19:50 Dinner
19:50 – 20:00
Break
20:00 – 21:15
Anniversary Service
Queen’s Suite
21:15 – Social Time
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DAY 4 - THURSDAY 13 APRIL
07:00 – 09:00 Breakfast
07:30 – 08:00
Morning Worship
Led by: Lewis Connolly (Communion Service)
08:00 – 09:00 Key Return and Luggage Storage (Reception)
09:00 – 10:00
Plenary V
Queen’s Suite
10:00 – 10:45 Coffee
10:45 – 11:10		
Plenary VI
Queen’s Suite
11:10 – 11:20		
Break
11:20 – 12:35		
Closing session
Queen’s Suite
12:35 – 13:45 Lunch
13:45 – 			
Departures
PLENARY SESSION AGENDA
President			Dorothy Hewerdine
President-designate: Rev Charles VanDenBroeder
The detailed agenda for the Plenary Sessions will be distributed
separately.
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MOTIONS FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2017
The following motions have been submitted for consideration at
the GA Annual Meetings 2017. Amendments may be submitted
at any time prior to the final vote on a motion. However, it is in
the best interests of clarity for amendments to be advised as far in
advance as possible.
1.

FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

That this General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches recognises the considerable contribution of Rev Cliff
Reed to the Unitarian cause worldwide by naming him as an
Honorary Member.
2.

FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

That this General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches supports changes to the length and format of the
Annual Meetings [as set out in report AGM13/17];
and therefore, requests the Executive Committee and Annual
Meetings Panel to bring forward proposals to the next Annual
Meetings, including any amendments to the Constitution and
By-laws, to enable such changes to take place for future Annual
Meetings.
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FURTHER MOTIONS
1. That the Report of the General Assembly Executive
Committee and the Accounts of the General Assembly be
received and adopted.
2. That Shaw Gibbs Ltd be reappointed as Auditors.
3. That Peter Hanley be appointed Honorary Treasurer for the
year 2017-2018.
4. That the thanks of the Assembly be given to Peter Hanley
for his service as Treasurer during the year 2016-2017, and
to district association and local officers for their invaluable
services.
5. That greetings be sent to kindred churches and societies
abroad.
6. That the thanks of the Assembly be given to Rev Sarah Tinker
for preaching the Assembly Sermon.
7. That the thanks of the Assembly be given to Rev Daniel
Costley, worship leader for the Anniversary Service, and
to all those who provided music and other content for the
Anniversary Service and on other worship occasions during
these Meetings.
8. That the thanks of the Assembly be given to the members
of the General Assembly staff and to all volunteers for their
inestimable help in organising the Meetings.
9. That Rev Charles VanDenBroeder be appointed President
of the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches for the year 2017-2018.
10. That this eighty-ninth General Assembly of Unitarian and
Free Christian Churches expresses its gratitude for the
services provided by Dorothy Hewerdine as President during
the year 2016-2017.
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NOTES
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